Delivering the Good News

Theme
Telling others about Jesus.

Object

A newspaper

Scripture
As you go, preach this message: "The kingdom of heaven is near." Matthew 10:7
(NIV)

Children's Sermon: Delivering the Good News (Matthew 10:7)
Do you ever read the newspaper? | read it every day. That's how | keep up with what's happening in
the world. Every morning, before | eat breakfast, | walk out my front door and pick up the newspaper

which has been delivered to my doorstep by a person whose job it is to deliver the news.

When | open my newspaper, the first thing | look at is the front page. That's where they put the most
important stuff. Next, | look at the sports page. | like sports and like to see if my favorite teams won.
Some days they do, and some days they don't. Finally, | turn to my favorite part -- the comics! Why
do | save the comics for last? Well, sometimes, some of the news might not be good news, so | like

to finish reading the newspaper with a smile on my face!

The person who delivers the newspaper to my doorstep each day helps me to get my day started
with a smile. You know, | don't even know that person. He, or she, gets up very early in the morning

while | am still asleep, rolls the newspapers, and drives all around the town delivering the news.

The Bible tells us that Jesus traveled all around the countryside. He went to many different towns
and villages, and everywhere he went he saw crowds of people who were lost and helpless. It broke
his heart. One day, he turned to his followers and said to them, "There are so many who need help,
but there are not enough who are willing to help them. Get on your knees and pray that the Lord will
send workers to help them.” Sharing the Good News was so important to Jesus, and he wanted to

make sure that everyone had a chance to hear it.



When they had finished praying, Jesus called twelve of his followers to come to him. "Go," he said,
"heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.” Do you know what else Jesus

told his disciples? He said, "As you go, preach this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near."

Wow! That's good news, isn't it? Think about it. "The kingdom of heaven is near." It isn't some far off
place where we will go at some far off time. In fact, you might even say, "It's right here -- right now."
Of course, Jesus came to give us eternal life in heaven, but he also came so that we could have life,
and have it to the fullest -- right now. (John 10:10) Now, that's good news that everyone should hear!

My newspaper carrier has been given the job of delivering the news. When | go out to get my
newspaper, | expect it to be there. If the carrier doesn't do his job, | don't get the news. Just as Jesus
called the twelve to deliver the good news, he has also called you and me to deliver the good news. If

we don't do our job, someone won't get the good news today.

Jesus sent out the twelve, and they went out to do what Jesus asked them to do. They went from
town to town, healing people and sharing the Good News. They didn't have newspapers or the
internet to help them spread the word, but they had something even better - the power of God
working through them. They were able to do amazing things because they believed in Jesus and

trusted him to guide them.
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As they traveled, they met many people who were curious about Jesus and his message. They told
stories of how Jesus had changed their lives and how he could change the lives of others too. They
talked about how Jesus was a friend to everyone, no matter who they were or where they came
from. They shared the Good News that God loved them and wanted them to be part of his family.



But not everyone was happy to hear the Good News. Some people didn't want to believe in Jesus or
change their ways. They were afraid of what it might mean for them if they followed Jesus. But the
twelve disciples didn't let that stop them. They knew that Sharing the Good News was too important

to give up on, even when it was hard.

As the disciples continued their journey, they saw more and more people come to believe in Jesus.
They saw lives changed and hearts filled with love. They knew that they were making a difference in
the world by Sharing the Good News, and it filled them with joy.

Now, you might be thinking, "That's a great story, but what does it have to do with me?" Well, just
like the twelve disciples, Jesus has called each of us to share the Good News with others. We might
not be able to heal the sick or raise the dead, but we can still share the love of Jesus with everyone

we meet.

We can start by being kind and caring to the people around us. We can help those who are hurting
and be a friend to those who are lonely. We can share our own stories of how Jesus has changed our
lives and how he can change the lives of others too. And most importantly, we can pray for those

who don't know Jesus yet, asking God to open their hearts to his love.

Jesus sends out the twelve, and he sends out each of us too. We have a special job to do, and it's up
to us to make sure that everyone has a chance to hear the Good News. It might not always be easy,

but with Jesus by our side, we can make a difference in the world.

So, the next time you pick up a newspaper or read a story online, remember that you have your own
news to share - the Good News of Jesus. Don't keep it to yourself; share it with everyone you meet.
And as you do, you'll be following in the footsteps of the twelve disciples, spreading the love of Jesus

and changing the world, one heart at a time.

Father, there is no better news than the good news that you love us and sent your Son so that we
might have life and that we might have it abundantly. Help us to faithfully share that good news with

others. Amen.



Delivering The Good News Group
Group Activities

Interactive Group Activities

by Carol Williams & Charles Kirkpatrick
Sermon Title: "Delivering the Good News"

Scripture Reading: Matthew 9:35-10:8

GOOD NEWS FLOWER POTS: Let children plant a small flower in a mini pot and
glue a small piece of paper on the pot or attach it with a pipe cleaner and stick the note in
the dirt. The note will say - THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR.... SPREAD THE
GOOD NEWS, etc. Encourage children to share their potted plant with someone.

DELIVER THE GOOD NEWS: Let children make scrolls or banners rolled up that
will say THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS NEAR, or SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS OF
GOD'S LOVE, etc. Let children deliver a banner to each Sunday School classroom
during their S.S. hour. The other classes (all ages) will enjoy receiving their banner/scroll
and reading it during their class!! For extra fun, children could pass out candy

GOOD NEWS CANDY: Let children write a small note about today's lesson (with
Bible verse, or the prayer, etc) and attach with a string or yarn to a piece of candy.
Encourage children to share that candy GOOD NEWS with someone else. Children can
also enjoy a piece of candy for themselves, if desired!!

TRACT ART: Give children supplies to make their own tract to give out to someone
else during the day or this week! Encourage children to decorate and put in BOLD
PRINT about today's Bible verse or the GOOD NEWS, or the prayer for today, etc.
(colored papers, stickers and markers will make the tract more exciting to read).

GOOD NEWS STAND: Let children make some GOOD NEWS tracts and a large sign
(this sign can say, "GET YOUR GOOD NEWS HERE"), and set up a small table (stand)
to set up at the door of the church or auditorium, for children to stand by as people are
entering the worship service. Encourage children to smile and give each person who
passes, a tract and a piece of candy, if desired!

TRAVEL "GOOD NEWS" WALK SIGNS: Before class, the teacher can put signs
around a designated area and have children take a GOOD NEWS WALK to hunt for the
signs. When they return to class with their signs, they can tape them to various places on
the classroom wall. (Signs can say, HEAL THE SICK, RAISE THE DEAD, CLEANSE
THE LEPERS, CAST OUT DEMONS, PREACH THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS
NEAR, etc.). Let children tell today's Bible story once again in their own words and
using their signs on the wall!

"GOOD NEWS" NEWSPAPER: Allow children to crinkle some white paper and
write the GOOD NEWS on the front and on the back they can write some of today's



lesson points and take their GOOD NEWS newspaper home with them to remind them to
spread the GOOD NEWS!

"GOOD NEWS" POSTER: Let children decorate and write points about today's lesson
on a large poster board. (Ex: The Kingdom of heaven is near, Jesus heals the sick, raises
the dead, cleanses the lepers, casts out demons, loves us and sent His Son, gives us life
abundantly). If time allows, children could each take a turn at writing GOOD NEWS
along the border of the poster - time after time until the border is covered with those
words. Each GOOD NEWS could be in a different color to draw attention to the border!!

Song: "Tell What He's Done for You" by Lizzie D. Armond & Andrew L. Byers

Words and music (pdf)

MP3 piano accompaniment - Two measures introduction and twice through.

This song is in the public domain and may be freely downloaded and reproduced for
ministry purposes.

About Carol Williams
Carol and her husband have served churches in Illinois, Minnesota, Mississippi,
Michigan, and Indiana. Carol loves to work with children so you will find her teaching
in Junior Church and children's Sunday School. She also has clowning ministry in which
she is known as Bubbles tc (the clown).
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| Can Tell My Friends About Jesus Bible Coloring Page for Kids



Christ gave me the work of preaching the Good News.

From Thru-the-Bible Coloring Pages for Ages 4-8. © 1986,1988 Standard Publishing.
Used by permission. Reproducible Coloring Books may be purchased from
Standard Publishing, www.standardpub.com, 1-800-543-1301.
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MISSING WORDS:

ANSWERS 1. Jesus had TWELVE disciples.
2. Jasus sent his twelve DISCIPLES
to preach the good news.
. 3. The disciples preached in the towns
HIDDEM MESSAQE: around oﬂvm_“_zE:.
4, One of Jesus' disciples was named
MATTHEW.
5. Jesus gave his followers POWER to heal
diseases.
6. The disciples told pecple all about God's
LOVE.
7. Many people wanted to LEARN everything
they could about God.
8. The people asked good QUESTIONS.
8. YOU can tell the good news also.
10. The good news is “God's kingdom is
NEAR"

GOD'S KINGDOM IS NEAR!

B-0L—GE-6 Maynepw
.jSMau poog) jJeau si
wopbup| s pog), ‘Aes 03 anam] Byl pjo3 snser
‘saseasip s,9|doad |eay 03 Jamod wiaya aneb ay puy
‘Buiyoeal sem ay sbuiyz awes ayj yoesaj o3 wayl pjol
8H "Ino anjamg ayj Juas ay og ‘suoisanb poob pajse
a|doad pue Biq aiam spmoud ayjy Juam ay auaymiuan]
‘wopBupy s,pog noge pinea Asyl Buiyzhuens udes|
03 pajuem adoad Auew mauy a4 “wayj o ||e yoead
90U pNo2 ay pue yoead 03 ajdoad Auew 003 adam aJayj
asneoaq Jno sa|diosIp aAjaMmg ayj Juas snsap
"JOIJeIS]
Sepn pue ‘j0l4ed 8yl uowig ‘snaeppey] ‘(sswep
paweu om] aJam aJay]) sswer ‘MayielA 'sewoy
‘maluojoyteg ‘dijiyd ‘uyop ‘sswep 'maJdpuy Jejsd uowig
paweu aJam Juas sSnsaf ey uaw sA|amg ay |
"Way) S8A0| pag) yonwt moy pue
‘snsap pue pog Inoge sidoad sy (|93 03 wneuJdaden
punoJe sumosl aus |[e 03 N0 wayj puas 03 pajuem s
-quawubisse ue uo qno 0B 03 ways Joy swlil sem | wiayl
p|03 SNS8P ‘SJamo||o) |e10ads SIy aq 03 uawl aAjaMmg
payse pey 8y Jayy — [asjjes) ‘wneuJaden)

LNINNODISSY
NY d04 S31di9sia
SIH S3dvd3dd snsar




s1 wopBup| s,poo), s1 smau poob 8y -

"0se smau pool ay) j8y ues
pooh payse sjdoad sy -

‘poy) Jnoge pinad Asyy Buiyihisne 0} pajuem ajdoad Auepy *

s,p0D) oqe (e ajdoad p|o} sejdiosip ey -
slomo||oj siy aneb snsap -
paweu sem saldiosip snsar Jo auQ -

punote sumo) aif) Ui payoeaid ssediosip 8y *

'smau poob
OAloM} SIY Juss snser

pey snsap -

M3IHLIVIN

dNTEML "vaN 3an01

NHVIT WNVYNY3IdVYO HIMOd
§31d10s1a NOA SNOILSIND :1SIT aHOM

"$UBJq Ay} U] || Of §5]] pIom ay} woay spiom
ayt asqy "Aaoys jadsog s, Aepoy woay sk Mojaq saauaguas ay)
*sMau poob ayj ||a} o} Saamo)|o} SIY plog Snsap *spiepy Bujssyi

W H OGd
¢ v ¢ ¢

*h PUB ‘g ‘Z S10qUINU Y4 M JWES ay} 0g "piom
1531} oy} Jjads of 1, pesaquinu ssaya) ayy |je e} “abessawn ayy
puY o} majaq apod ay4 asn ‘pies Ay} JEym Janedsip o) *smau poob
|njsopuom awios |ja} of sajdjosip siy pjog snsap sebussoly ueppIn

| "way} 0}

Guyuopsy) ‘aanjaid ayy oquy Jjasinok meaq “smau poob ayy Huyjjey
sa|diasip oy Jo omy Jo aanpaid & sy asal gbuuaysy) asayy vaaq
pey noA J| ayy| uaaq aney pjnom §) Juiys noh op feyp ‘wopbugy
5,p0g {noqe smou poob ayy o4 of sajdiosip anjamy ayy gno

juas snsap moy s]ja} Asogs Jadsog s Aepoj “aanjaid ey) ysiuld




QYoM 3HL
qQV3IAIS ANV

801 —S€6 My oW
wou} si

Ato)s |2dsog s Avpoy

1244 oo ‘swr] “Auedwos Bupysyand §59 @ WBuAded

Answers
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JUDAS
PETER
SIMON
ANDREW
MATTHEW
JAMES
PHILIP ]
THOMAS 52
THADDEUS ey
10. JAMES ZA
11. BARTHOLOMEW @Y AB
12. JOHN
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