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The Lessons Appointed for Use on 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter 
Year C   RCL 

April 16, 2022 

The Story of Creation 
Old Testament 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 

and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 

called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the second day. 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 

in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 

trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the third day. 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 

let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater 

light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 

light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 

that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.  
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And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 

waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fifth day. 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth." 

So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female 

he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 

is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 

earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was 

so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 

the work that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when 

they were created. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Israel's Deliverance at the Red Sea 
Old Testament 

Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 

them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, "Was it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 

done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, 'Let us alone 

and let us serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than 

to die in the wilderness." But Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 

deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today 

you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still." 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But 

you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may 

go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go 

in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and 

his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory 

for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers." 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 

army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 

the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east 

wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 

into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 

Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot 

drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 

Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 

they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is 

fighting for them against Egypt." 

Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 

back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers." So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 

it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 

the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 

them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 

wall for them on their right and on their left. 
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Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 

the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people 

feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went 

out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: 

"Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea." 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 8: The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino 

         Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18 

All say in unison: 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 

    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 

    the Lord has become my Savior. 

This is my God and I will praise him, * 

    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 

    Yahweh is his Name. 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 

    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea. 

The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 

    they sank into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 

    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 

Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 

    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 

    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 

You stretched forth your right hand; * 

    the earth swallowed them up. 

With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 

    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling. 
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You will bring them in and plant them * 

    on the mount of your possession, 

The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 

    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 

The Lord shall reign * 

    for ever and for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

God’s Presence in a Renewed Israel 

Psalm 19                              BCP  606 
 

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, * 

    and the firmament shows his handiwork. 

2 One day tells its tale to another, * 

    and one night imparts knowledge to another.  
  

3 Although they have no words or language, * 

    and their voices are not heard,  
  

4 Their sound has gone out into all lands, * 

    and their message to the ends of the world.  
  

5 In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

    it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 

    it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 

6 It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 

and runs about to the end of it again; * 

    nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
  

7 The law of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; * 

    the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.  
  

8 The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; * 

    the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes.  
  

9 The fear of the LORD is clean and endures for ever; * 

    the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  
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10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, * 

     sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 

11 By them also is your servant enlightened, * 

    and in keeping them there is great reward.  
  

12 Who can tell how often he offends? * 

    cleanse me from my secret faults.  
  

13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 

let them not get dominion over me; * 

    then shall I be whole and sound and innocent of a great offense.  
  

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

                             heart be acceptable in your sight, * 

    O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
  

A New Heart and a New Spirit 

Ezekiel 36:24-28 

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather you 

from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and 

you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new 

heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the 

heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my 

statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your 

ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 42:1-7                      BCP 643 

All say in unison: 

As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * 

    so longs my soul for you, O God.  
 
My soul is a thirst for God, a thirst for the living God; * 

    when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
 
My tears have been my food day and night, * 

    while all day long they say to me, 
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    Where now is your God?"  

 

I pour out my soul when I think on these things; * 

    how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of God,  

With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, * 

    among those who keep holy-day.  
 
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * 

    and why are you so disquieted within me?  
 
Put your trust in God; * 

    for I will yet give thanks to him, 

    who is the help of my countenance, and my God.  
  

The Valley of Dry Bones 
Old Testament 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" 

I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the LORD." 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then 

he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O 

my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit 
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within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 

the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

The Psalm 

Psalm 97   Dominus regnavit           BCP 726 
 
All say in unison: 
 
  
Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
    for he has done marvelous things.  
  
With his right hand and his holy arm * 
    has he won for himself the victory.  
  
The LORD has made known his victory; * 
    his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.  
  
He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
    and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
  
Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
    lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
  
Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
    with the harp and the voice of song.  
  
With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 

    shout with joy before the King, the LORD.  
 
Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
    the lands and those who dwell therein.  
  
Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
    and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
    when he comes to judge the earth.  
  
In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
    and the peoples with equity.  
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At the Eucharist 

The Collect 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up in 

your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in 

body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Epistle 

Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, 

and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have 

died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from 

the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to 

sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to 

sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Reader:   The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Sequence Hymn              “The Day Of Resurrection!”  (vs 1)                        Hymnal 210 
  

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 (All stand as you are able)                                    

The Gospel 

Luke 24:1-12 
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On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came 

to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body.  

While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The 

women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you 

look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while 

he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on 

the third day rise again." Then they remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told 

all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 

James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them 

an idle tale, and they did not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking 

in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:     Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

Sequence Hymn             “The Day Of Resurrection!”  (vs 2,3)                               Hymnal 210 
  

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised 

Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 

The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. 

 
  

 


