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Prelude                                      Organ 
 

Processional      “Joy To The World” (vs 1,2,4)          Hymnal 100 

 
1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 

let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven and nature sing, 

and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
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2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; 

let us our songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
 
4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 

 
Greetings by Fr. Steve 

                                                                     
Opening  Acclamation           BCP 299 

                                                                  
Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever.  
   Amen. 

 
Celebrant:   There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People:         There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Celebrant:     One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;  

People:  One God and Father of all. 
 

Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 

Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate 

Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in 

our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The First Lesson – Old Testament   Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 

… 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 
Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 147 or 147:13-21      Laudate Dominum          BCP  804 

1 Hallelujah! 

How good it is to sing praises to our God! * 

how pleasant it is to honor him with praise! 

2 The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; * 

he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted * 

and binds up their wounds. 

4 He counts the number of the stars * 

and calls them all by their names. 

5 Great is our LORD and mighty in power; * 

there is no limit to his wisdom. 

… 

7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; * 

make music to our God upon the harp. 
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8 He covers the heavens with clouds * 

and prepares rain for the earth; 

9 He makes grass to grow upon the mountains * 

and green plants to serve mankind. 

Hallelujah! 

The Second Lesson – The New Testament    Gal. 3:23-25; 4:4-7 

 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law 

until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian 

until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that 

faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 

woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. And because you 

are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 

"Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 

then also an heir, through God. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Processional    “Go Tell It On The Mountain” (vs. 1,2)    Hymnal 99 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

1. While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. (Refrain) 
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2. The shepherds feared and trembled 

when lo! above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. (Refrain) 

Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born!                        

        

The Gospel          John 1:1-18 

 
Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

     John. 
People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into 

being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own 

people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 

his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not 

of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John 

testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
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comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") From 

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  

The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is 
close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

 

After the Gospel is read: 
 
Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Gospel Recessional   “Go Tell It On The Mountain” (vs. 3)   Hymnal 99 
 

3. Down in a lowly manger 

the humble Christ was born, 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn.   
 
Refrain: 

Go, tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and everywhere; 

go, tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born!   

                      

Homily               Fr. Steve Karcher 

 

Announcements/Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Deployments/Prayers 

 

Baptism Presentation and Examination         BCP 301 
                    
Celebrant:   The candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 
Presenter:  I present Emma Ruth Nolan and Hannah May  
   Nolan to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
Celebrant:  Will you be responsible for seeing that these children  
   are brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
 
Parents & Godparents:   I will, with God’s help. 
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Celebrant:     Will you by your prayers and witness help these  
   children to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 
Parents & Godparents:  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Question:   Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of   
    wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer:   I renounce them. 
  
Question:   Do your renounce the evil powers of this world which    
        corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer:   I renounce them. 
  
Question:   Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the 
    love of God? 
Answer:   I renounce them. 
  
Question:   Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your      
        Savior? 
Answer:   I do. 
  
Question:   Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer:   I do. 
  

Question:   Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer:   I do. 
  
Celebrant:   Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to  
        support these children in their life in Christ? 
People:   We will. 
  
Celebrant:   Let us join with those who are committing themselves to 
        Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 
  

The Baptismal Covenant          BCP  304 
                            
Celebrant:   Do you believe in God the Father? 

People:      I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of 

   heaven and earth.  
 
Celebrant:   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People:      I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

           He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

       and born of the Virgin Mary. 
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   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,  

   died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.  

   On the third day he rose again. He ascended into  

   heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the   

   Father. He will come again to judge the living and  

       the dead. 

 

Celebrant:    Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People:         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic   

   Church, the communion of saints, the  forgiveness 

       of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

   everlasting. 

 

Celebrant:    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and  

   fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the  

   prayers? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:     Will you persevere in resisting evil, and whenever you 

   fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:     Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News 

  of God in Christ? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:     Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 

   your neighbor as yourself? 

People:         I will with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant:     Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 

   and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People:         I will, with God’s help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates       BCP  305 
                          

Celebrant:      Let us now pray for Emma and Hannah who will 
receive   the Sacrament of new birth. 
 
Leader:        Deliver them O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader:        Open their heart to your grace and truth. 
People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:        Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:        Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy  

   Church. 
People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:        Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People:        Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:        Send them into the world to witness to your love. 

People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader:        Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People:         Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Celebrant:      Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the  
   death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power 

   of His resurrection and look for Him to come again in 
   glory, who lives and reigns now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Procession to Font       Musical Selection               Organ 

 
Thanksgiving over the Water               BCP  306      

                                                             
Celebrant:      The Lord be with you 
People:         And also with you 

 
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant:    We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it 

the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you led 

the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise.  

 

In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by 

the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death 

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with 

Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are 

reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we 

bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them 

in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again may continue 

for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and 

to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Baptism                  BCP  307 
 

Celebrant:  Emma Ruth Nolan, I baptize you in the Name of the  

    Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
            Hannah May Nolan, I baptize you in the Name of the  

    Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you 

have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have 

raised each of them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in 

your Holy Spirit. Give them inquiring and discerning hearts, the courage 

to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of 

joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
Celebrant:   Emma, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism 

   and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 
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   Hannah, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism 
   and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen. 

 
The Baptismal group returns to the front of the Nave  

 
Celebrant:    Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

 
People:         We receive you into the household of God.   

   Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
   resurrection, and share with us in his eternal  

   priesthood. 
…. 

Prayers of the People - Form III                   BCP  387 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 
you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care in keeping all men and 
women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them day by 
day with your heavenly grace; give them courage to face the perils which 
beset them; and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever 
they may be. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
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We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
Silence 
 
The People may add their own petitions. 
 
 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
A brief reflective silence is kept.  
 
Leader and People 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father: in your compassion 

forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left 

undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve 

you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Absolution              BCP  360 
 
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by 

the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

The Peace (shared by waving, smiling, peace signs, etc., from one’s 
pew) 
                
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Sentence               BCP 376 
 
 Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 

offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 
 

(Feel free to drop any offering in the plate at the rear, as you leave today.) 
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Offertory Hymn                                  Piano 
 
(The Priest prepares the Table)  

 
The Great Thanksgiving - Prayer A            BCP  361 
 
Celebrant:      The Lord be with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
Celebrant:      Lift up your hearts. 
People:         We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because 
you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the 
Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage 
of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:  
 
The Sanctus 

Celebrant and People say, together: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Prayer of Consecration        BCP 362 
 
(Please stand or kneel as you are able)                
 
Celebrant:  
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for 
yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become subject to evil 
and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
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He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in 
obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord 
Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 
 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

The Celebrant continues 
 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your 

people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 

this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at 

the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 

kingdom. 

 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and 

in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
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The Lord’s Prayer             BCP 364 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:  
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

    on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

    who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread               BCP  364 

 
 The Hymnal 1982, Service Music - #154 The Holy Eucharist, Fraction Anthem: Christ our Passover 
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The Invitation 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

A brief silence is kept. 

 
All Baptized Christians are invited to Jesus’ table to receive Communion or a blessing.  

 
Communion Hymns  
     
 “Angels We Have Heard On High” (vs 1-4)      Hymnal  96 
 
1 Angels we have heard on high,  

singing sweetly through the night, 

and the mountains in reply  

echoing their brave delight. 
 
Refrain: 
Glo--------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo--------ria in excelsis Deo. 
 
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why these songs of happy cheer? 

What great brightness did you see?  

What glad tidings did you hear? [Refrain] 
 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see  
him whose birth the angels sing; 

Come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  

[Refrain] 
 
4 See him in a manger laid  
whom the angels praise above; 

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  

while we raise our hearts in love.  

[Refrain] 



17 

 

 “Angels, From The Realms of Glory” (vs 1-4)  Hymnal  93 
 

1. Angels, from the realms of glory, 

wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

ye, who sang creation's story, 

now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 
2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 

watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with man is now residing, 

yonder shines the infant Light: 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations; 

brighter visions beam afar; 

seek the great Desire of nations; 

ye have seen his natal star: 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 
4. Saints before the altar bending, 

watching long in hope and fear, 

suddenly the Lord, descending, 

in his temple shall appear: 

come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the new-born King. 

 
 ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!’ (vs 1-3)     Hymnal 107 
 
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! Christ is born today! 
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2. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss; Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He hath opened heaven's door, and we are blest for evermore. 

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this! 

 
3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save! 

        
Post Communion Prayer                BCP  366 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray    
                                          
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that 

we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your 

eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you 

have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of 

Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever.   Amen.  

 

The Blessing 

 
Celebrant:  May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep 

your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
 

Recessional Hymn   “The First Nowell” (vs 1,2,3)         Hymnal 109                                          
 
1. The first Nowell the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. (Refrain) 
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Refrain: 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

born is the King of Israel. 

 

2. They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far, 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain) 

 

3. And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain) 

 
 
Dismissal 
 
Celebrant:   Alleluia, Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
 
Postlude                        Organ 
 
 
 

 


