
1 

 

Christmas Eve 

holy Eucharist 

December 24, 2020 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Right Rev. Andrew Doyle, Bishop of Texas 
Fr. Steve Karcher, Rector 

 
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church 

2800 Trimmier Rd 
Killeen, TX 76542 

254-634-7474 

st.chris.killeen@gmail.com 
www.stchriskilleen.com 

www.facebook.com/stchriskilleen 

 
 

 
 

Prelude          Christmas Medley                        Organ 
 
         

Processional         “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (vs 1,3,6)               Hymnal  83                                       
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 

come, and behold him, 

born the King of angels; (refrain) 
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Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord. 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation; 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

glory to God, glory in the highest; [Refrain] 

 

6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain] 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
  
Celebrant:  Today we light all the candles of the Advent wreath.  
The first candle is HOPE; the second candle is PEACE; the third candle is 
JOY; the fourth candle is LOVE. The center candle is the Christ candle. 
  
  The candles are now lit. 
  
Celebrant:  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 

9:6 
  
People:  O God of hope, peace, joy, and love. As Mary and Joseph 

welcomed you into the world, now help us welcome you into our 

lives. Give us courage to hope; strength to seek peace. Fill our spirits 

with joy; and our hearts with love. Through Jesus Christ, the Lord of 

all. Amen. 

    
Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:      And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Celebrant:   Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Gloria (sung)                                         Hymnal S-280/BCP 356                                                        
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The Collect of the Day 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.       
                                   
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 

true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on 

earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the 

Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen  

  

The First Lesson                        A Reading from Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 

lived in a land of deep darkness--on them light has shined. You have 

multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 

with joy at the harvest, people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke 

of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, rod of their oppressor, 

have broken as on the day of Midian.  

 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 
For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon 

his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace…. 

  

Lector:   The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96  Cantate Domino                   BCP  725 

 

1 Sing to the LORD new song; * 

sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing to the LORD bless his Name; * 

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3 Declare his glory among the nations * 

and his wonders among all peoples. 
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4 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

but it is the LORD made the heavens. 

6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

ascribe to the LORD and power. 

8 Ascribe to the LORD honor due his Name; * 

bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9 Worship the LORD the beauty of holiness; * 

let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is King! * 

he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

before the LORD he comes, * 

when he comes to judge the earth. 

  13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

            and the peoples with his truth. 

 
The Second Lesson                             Titus 2:11-14 
   
Lector: A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus. 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds.  
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Lector:   The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Processional     “Away in a Manger” (vs 1,2)       Hymnal 101 
 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
The Gospel                                              Luke 2:1-20  
 
Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:      Glory to You, Lord Christ.           
 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, 
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: 
you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
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"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:       Praise to you, Lord Christ.           
 

Gospel Recessional        “Away in a Manger” (vs 3)               Hymnal 101 
 
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care; 

and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 

 

Homily                                 Fr. Steve Karcher  
 

Announcements/  

Birthdays/ Anniversaries/Deployment/Prayers 

 
 
The Nicene Creed                           BCP 358 
                                                  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, 

Jesus Christ, the only Son of God. Eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 

made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 

the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 

Mary, and was made man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures; he ascended into  heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.  

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People – Form II      BCP  385 
                                              
(In our tradition, we stand or kneel to pray) 
 
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for Michael, our 
presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Hector, and Kathryn, our Bishops; Steve, 
our Priest. for this gathering and for all ministers and people. Pray for the 
Church. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-
being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 
 
Silence 
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and 
those in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him. 
Pray that they may find and be found by him. 
 
Silence 
 
I ask your prayers for the departed.  Pray for those who have died. 
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Silence 
 
Leader:  O Lord, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation 

to your merciful care, that, being guided by your Providence, we may dwell 

secure in your peace. Grant to our President and our President-elect, and 

to all in authority, the wisdom, courage and strength to know and to do 

your will. Fill each of them with a love of truth and righteousness, making 

them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, world without end. Amen 

 

Leader:  Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping 

all the men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend 

them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 

and temptations; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; 

and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Silence 
 
Confession of Sin 
  
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
All: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 

we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
Absolution 
  
Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace   (shared by waving, smiling, peace signs, etc., from one’s pew) 
 
Celebrant:   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:      And also with you. 

 
The Holy Communion 

Offertory Sentence                                                                     
 
Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an 
offering and sacrifice to God.  Ephesians 5:2 
 
Offertory Hymn                    Organ 
 
The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer B                 BCP  367 
  
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.               
People:       And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
People:       We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:             It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 
to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth;  
 
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by 
the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of 
the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the 
bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 
Therefore we praise you joining our voices with angels and archangels. 
And with all the company of Heaven, who forever sing this hymn, to 
proclaim the glory of Your name.    
 

The Sanctus  

Celebrant and People say, together: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have 
made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in 
your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son.  
 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 
brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 
Celebrant and People: 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;  

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that 

they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new 

Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable 

through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, 

put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with Christopher and all your saints, we may 

enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and 

the author of our salvation.  



12 

 

The Lord’s Prayer           BCP 364 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

  on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread                       BCP  364 

  
Celebrant:    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:         Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.    

                                             
The Invitation 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts 

by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
A brief silence is kept. 

 

All Baptized Christians are invited to Jesus’ table to receive Communion or a blessing. 
 
 

Communion Music  

   “Oh Little Town Of Bethlehem” (vs 1,3,5)     Hymnal  79 

 

1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 

the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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3. How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
5. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!  

                       

   “What Child Is This?”             Hymnal 115 
 
1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 
Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary. (Refrain) 

 
2. Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christians, fear: for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. (Refrain) 

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

come, peasant, king, to own him; 

the King of kings salvation brings, 

let loving hearts enthrone him. (Refrain) 

Refrain: 

This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary. (Refrain) 
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Post Communion Prayer            BCP  366 
 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

 
Celebrant and people:  

 
Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the 

spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of 

your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work 

you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses 

of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor 

and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
As the candles are lit and the house is dark, we sing: 
 

                       “Silent Night” (vs  1-3)               Hymnal 111 

1. Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

The Christmas Blessing 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s 

birth,  fill you with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. And the  

blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Recessional     “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing” (vs 1,3)  Hymnal  87 
 
1. Hark! the herald angels sing 

glory to the newborn King! 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled! 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic hosts proclaim 

Christ is born in Bethlehem! 

 

Refrain: 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

glory to the newborn King! 

 

3. Mild he lays his glory by, 

born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 

Risen with healing in his wings, 

Light and life to all he brings, 

hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! (Refrain)        

Dismissal   
                                                                   
Priest:      Alleluia! Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People:        Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

(Please carefully extinguish your candle as our lights come on.) 

 

Postlude     “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”     J. S. Bach 
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Mark Your Calendars! 
 

December 27th - 9:30 service – Holy Eucharist with Baptism 
January 3rd - 9:30am service – Christmas Lessons & Carols 

January 17th – Annual Parish Meeting at 11am after the 9:30 service 
In the Nave – In-Person and Streamed Live on Facebook 

COVID protocols will be in place during the meeting 
 

Our poinsettias are given today by:  
 
Judith Gonzalez, in memory of daughter, Sacchia Gonzalez and mother, Rosario 
Garcia. 
 
Beth Bodkin, in memory of her husband, Bill Bodkin, and in thanksgiving for the Bodkin 
family. 
 
James & Janet Culver, in memory of our son, Dale Culver, and in thanksgiving for our 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. 
 
Debbie Hargreaves, in memory of my brother, Dale Culver, in thanksgiving for my family 
and friends, and for my son and daughter-in-law, James & Angie. 
 
Judy MacWillie, in memory of husband, Don MacWillie and in thanksgiving for the 
MacWillie clan. 
 
Julia Adams, in memory of Larry Knight. 
 
Joan Ott, in memory of loved ones, and in thanksgiving for good health. 
 
Barbara Sliva, in memory of husband, Norm. 
 
Mary Wilson, in thanksgiving for blessings received. 
 
George & Judy Van Riper, in memory of Russell Hantke, Rogene Hantke, Terri Hantke, 
Jennifer Atwell, Matthew Atwell, George Van Riper, and Susan Van Riper. In 
thanksgiving for the Van Riper and Howley Families. 
 
Lenore Guyton, in memory of my parents, Charles Woods and Ione Woods. 
 
Barnett and JoAnn Carthey, in memory of Larry White, in thanksgiving our children, 
Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren, and God’s Blessings this year through the 
pandemic.  
 

Fr. Steve Karcher, in memory of his mom, Maggie LePage 

 

God’s blessings and peace for this 

joyful Christmas! 


