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Prelude                                   Piano 
 
Processional           “Praise, My Soul, The King Of Heaven” (vs 1,2,4)         Hymnal  410  

1 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise the everlasting King. 

2 Praise him for his grace and favor 
to his people in distress; 
praise him still the same as ever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 

4 Angels help us to adore him; 
you behold him face to face; 
sun and moon, bow down before him, 
dwellers all in time and space. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace. 
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Greetings by Fr. Steve   
 
The Liturgy of The Word           BCP 355 
                                               
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

The Gloria (spoken)                                                                       BCP 356 
                                                           
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 

  
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:       And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Let us pray.  
 
The Collect Of The Day                                                                BCP 234  

Lord, we pray that your grace may always precede and follow us, that we may 

continually be given to good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson       A Reading from Isaiah  25:1,4,6-9                 

O LORD, you are my God; 

I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 

for you have done wonderful things, 

plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
… 
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For you have been a refuge to the poor, 

a refuge to the needy in their distress, 

a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 

 … 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 
And he will destroy on this mountain 

the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

the sheet that is spread over all nations; 

he will swallow up death forever. 

 
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the LORD has spoken. 

… 

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; 

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 
Lector:       The Word of the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 23         Dominus regit me          BCP  612 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 
 
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3 He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake. 
 
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, 

and my cup is running over. 
 
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 
 

The Second Lesson          A Reading from Philippians 4:1-9 

The Epistle 

 

My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand 

firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, 

and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have 

struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the 

rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be 

known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 

any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 

Lector:       The Word of the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Processional      “In Christ There Is No East Or West” (vs 1,2)      Hymnal 529 
 

1 In Christ there is no East or West, 

in him no South or North, 

but one great fellowship of love 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

2 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

whate'er your race may be! 

Who serves my Father as his child 

is surely kin to me. 

The Gospel 
 
Celebrant:     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.    

People:            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Matthew 22:1-14 
 

Once more Jesus spoke to the people in parables, saying: “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 

He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding 

banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell 

those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and 

my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the 

wedding banquet.’  

But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 

business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 

The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and 

burned their city. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and invite 

everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those slaves went out into the 

streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 

wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 

was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get 

in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless.  
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Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Recessional      “In Christ There Is No East Or West” (vs 3)          Hymnal 529 
 
3 In Christ now meet both East and West, 

in him meet South and North, 

all Christly souls are one in him, 

throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

Sermon                    Fr. Steve Karcher  
 
 A moment of reflection follows 

 
Announcements 
 
The Nicene Creed                               BCP 358 
                                                  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God. Eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of 

the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man.  
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into  heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People-                NZ BCP  

  (All standing, as he/she is able) 

 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear us, when we pray in the name of 

your Son.    

 
Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for The Diocese of Texas, for  

St. Christopher’s and All of Your Church. 
 
Father, enliven the Church for its mission, 

that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 

Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 

That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 

Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the lives 

of others,  

that each of us will act with integrity and courage. 

 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 

May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

 
We pray for those in need: 

 

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 
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God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 

May they know the power of your healing love. 

 
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 

Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

 
We remember those we have lost,  whose example inspires and encourages us. 

Father, we pray that you shall give comfort to those who mourn. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith 

of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone. 

 
We pray for ourselves and our ministries: 

 
(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 

  
Celebrant:    Lord, you have called us to serve you.  Grant that we may walk 

in your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your 

strength in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 

homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen. 

 
Celebrant: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.           BCP 360 
  

A Brief Silence Is Kept 
  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen. 

 
The Absolution                                                                   BCP 360 
                                                
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The Peace   (shared by waving, smiling, peace signs, etc., from one’s pew) 
                                                
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Newcomers / Birthdays / Anniversaries / Deployments  

 

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Sentence                 BCP 377 
  
Celebrant: Offer to God, as you can, a sacrifice of Thanksgiving, and make 

good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14 
 

(Feel free to drop any offering in the plate at the rear, as you leave today.) 

 
Offertory Hymn                      Piano 
 

(The Priest prepares the Table)  

Eucharistic Prayer C                 BCP 369 

The priest, and the People sing 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
 
Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, 
galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island 
home. 
 
By your will they were created and have their being. 
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From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us 
with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we 
turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one 
another. 
 
Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you 
revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only 
Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom 
and peace. 
 
By his blood, he reconciled us.  By his wounds, we are healed. 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 

to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

Celebrant and People say, together: 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people 

by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by 

your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the 

bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 

is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me." 
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Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, 

 
We celebrate his death and resurrection,  as we await the day of his 
coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace 

of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 

worthily serve the world in his name. 

 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

and worship, from generation to generation.   AMEN. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer          BCP  364 

 
Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread                 BCP  364 
  
Celebrant:    Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:         Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.    

                                               

The Invitation 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 

remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by 

faith, with thanksgiving. 

A brief silence is kept. 

 
Communion Hymn          “Blessed Be The Name” (vs 1-3)                    SOP 207 

 
1 Blessed be the name, blessed be the name, 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Blessed be the name, blessed be the name, 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. 
 
2 Worthy to be praised, worthy to be praised,  

Worthy to be praised is the Lord. 

Worthy to be praised, worthy to be praised,  

Worthy to be praised is the Lord. 
 
3 Jesus is the name, Jesus is the name,  

Jesus is the name of the Lord. 

Jesus is the name, Jesus is the name,  

Jesus is the name of the Lord. 

 
Communion Hymn         “Sing With All The Sons Of Glory” (vs 1,2)               SOP 234 

 
1 Sing with all the sons of glory,  

Sing the resurrection song! 

Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story,  

To the former days belong. 

All around the clouds are breaking,  

Soon the storms of time shall cease; 

In God’s likeness, man awaking,  

Knows the everlasting peace. 
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2 O what glory, far exceeding  

All that eye has yet perceived! 

Holiest hearts, for ages pleading,  

Never that full joy conceived. 

God has promised, Christ prepares it, 

There on high our welcome waits; 

Every humble spirit shares it, 

Christ has passed th’eternal gates. 

  

Post Communion Prayer              BCP 365       
                                    
Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
 
Celebrant and people:  
  
Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 

the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The Blessing                           BCP 339 
                   
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn        “How Firm A Foundation” (vs 1,2,5)            Hymnal 637 

 

1 How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
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2 "Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed! 

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

5 "The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake, 

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

 
The Dismissal 
  

Priest:         Alleluia! Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  

People:        Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

 
Postlude                                            Organ 
 

 

 


