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Prelude                                   Piano 
 
Processional              “O Bless The Lord, My Soul!” (vs 1,2,5.6)             Hymnal  411   

1 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

His grace to thee proclaim! 

And all that is within me join 

to bless his holy Name! 

2 O bless the Lord, my soul! 

His mercies bear in mind! 

Forget not all his benefits! 

The Lord to thee is kind. 

5 He clothes thee with his love, 

upholds thee with his truth; 

and like the eagle he renews 

the vigor of thy youth. 

6 Then bless his holy Name, 

whose grace hath made thee whole, 

whose loving-kindness crowns thy days: 

O bless the Lord, my soul! 
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Greetings by Fr. Steve   
 
The Liturgy of The Word           BCP 355 
                                               
Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

People:       And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

The Gloria (spoken)                                                                       BCP 356 
                                                           
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, 

heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you 

thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have 

mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our 

prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God 

the Father. Amen. 

  
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:       And also with you. 
Celebrant:   Let us pray.  
 
The Collect Of The Day                                                                BCP 233  
 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant 

that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen.  

The First Lesson Exodus 14:19-31                 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 

behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 

place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. 
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And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did 

not come near the other all night. 

 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back 

by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 

waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 

pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 

and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and 

cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into 

panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The 

Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for 

them against Egypt.” 

 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 

water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 

returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed 

the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 

the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 

sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground 

through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 

left. 

 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 

Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in 

the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

Lector:       The Word of the Lord. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 103: 8-13   Benedic, anima mea        BCP 733-734           

       

8 The LORD is full of compassion and mercy, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 
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9 He will not always accuse us, * 

nor will he keep his anger for ever. 
 
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, * 

nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
 
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, * 

so is his mercy great upon those who fear him. 
 
12 As far as the east is from the west, * 

so far has he removed our sins from us. 
 
13 As a father cares for his children, * 

so does the LORD care for those who fear him. 
 
The Second Lesson       Romans 14:1-12                                     
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling 

over opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only 

vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 

abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed 

them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their 

own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 

make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 

be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the 

day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the 

Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor 

of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 

we die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that 

he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat 

of God. For it is written, 
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"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

Lector:       The Word of the Lord. 

People:       Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Processional             “Be Thou My Vision” (vs 1,2)                 Hymnal 488 
 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

all else be nought to me, save that thou art-- 

thou my best thought, by day or by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 

thou my great Father; thine own may I be; 

thou in me dwelling, and I one with thee. 

  

Celebrant:       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.    

People:            Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Matthew 18:21-35 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said 

to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

“For this   the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed 

him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his 

lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 

possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before 

him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of 

pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  

But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 

owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what 

you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,  



6 

 

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw 

what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 

to their lord all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him 

over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father 

will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 

from your heart.” 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Gospel Recessional           “Be Thou My Vision” (vs 3)                 Hymnal 488 
 
 
3 High King of heaven, when victory is won, 

may I reach heaven's joys, bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 

still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Sermon                    Fr. Steve Karcher  
 
 A moment of reflection follows 

 
Announcements 
 
The Nicene Creed                               BCP 358 
                                                  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus 

Christ, the only Son of God. Eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made.  
 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of 

the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made 

man.  
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into  heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 

worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People-                NZ BCP  

  (All standing, as he/she is able) 

 
Heavenly Father, you have promised to hear us, when we pray  

in the name of your Son.    

 
Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for The Diocese of Texas, for St. 

Christopher’s and All of Your Church. 

 
Father, enliven the Church for its mission, 

that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 

 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 

Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action. 

 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. 

That we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 

 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 

Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 

 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions  

affect the lives of others,  

that all may act with integrity and courage. 
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Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 

May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 

 

We pray for those in need: 

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 

 

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit. 

May they know the power of your healing love. 

 

Make us willing agents of your compassion. 

Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 

 
We remember Bill and Vera, may their example inspire and encourage us. 

Father, we pray that you shall give comfort to those who mourn. 
 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith 

of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone. 

 
We pray for ourselves and our ministries: 

(Particular intercessions/thanksgivings may be offered.) 

  
Celebrant:    Lord, you have called us to serve you.  Grant that we may walk in 

your presence: your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength 

in our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 

homecoming and the welcome of your embrace, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen. 

 
Celebrant: We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.            BCP 360 
  
Silence may be kept. 
  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 

the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 

we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 
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The Absolution                                                                   BCP 360 
                                                
Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the 

Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

  

The Peace   (shared by waving, smiling, peace signs, etc., from one’s pew) 
                                                
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
Newcomers / Birthdays / Anniversaries / Deployments  

  

The Holy Communion 
  

Offertory Sentence                 BCP 377 
  
Celebrant: Offer to God, as you can, a sacrifice of Thanksgiving, and make 

good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14 
 
(Feel free to drop any offering in the plate at the rear, as you leave today.) 
 
Offertory Hymn                      Piano 
 

(The Priest prepares the Table)  
 
The Great Thanksgiving                               New Zealand BCP 

  

Celebrant:  The Lord is here. 
People:       God’s Spirit is with us. 
 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:       We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:       It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

 

Honour and worship are indeed your due, our Lord and our God, through 
Jesus Christ, for you created all things;  
 
by your will they were created, and for your glory they have their being. 

 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the  

whole Church on earth and in heaven,  joyfully we give you thanks and say: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All glory and honour to you, God of grace, for you gave your only Son Jesus 

Christ once for all on the cross to be the one perfect sacrifice for the sin of the 

world, that all who believe in him might have eternal life.  

 

The night before he died, he took bread, and when he had given you thanks,  

he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said:  

 

Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; 

do this to remember me. 

 

After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks,  

he gave it to them and said:  

 

Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins;  

do this as often as you drink it, to remember me. 

 

Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of 

your Son, we now celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the 

mystery of our faith. 

 

Christ has died,  

Christ is risen,  

Christ will come in glory. 

 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness,  

we were far off until you brought us near  

and our hands are empty until you fill them.  

 

As we eat this bread and drink this wine,  

through the power of your Holy Spirit feed us with your heavenly food,  

renew us in your service, unite us in Christ,  

and bring us to your everlasting kingdom.  
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O the depths and riches of your wisdom, O God;  

how unsearchable are your judgments  

and untraceable your ways. 

 

From you, and through you, and for you are all things.  

To you be the glory for ever. Amen.  

 

A brief silence is kept. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer          BCP  364 

 

Celebrant:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread                 BCP  364 
  
Celebrant:   Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.        

                                                       

The Invitation 
 
Celebrant:   These are the Gifts of God for the People of God. Draw near and 

receive the body and blood of our Saviour, in body or in spirit, in remembrance 

that he died for us. Let us feed on him in our hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

A brief silence is kept. 
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Communion Hymn        “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (vs 1-3)            Hymnal 657 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us thy humble dwelling, 

all thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love thou art; 

visit us with thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve thee as thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 

glory in thy perfect love. 

3 Finish then thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

Post Communion Prayer              BCP 365       
                                    
Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
  
Celebrant and people:  
  
Eternal God, Heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 

the world in peace and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 

you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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The Blessing                           BCP 339 
                   
May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Recessional Hymn        “Now Thank We All Our God” (vs 1-3)                 Hymnal 397 
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The Dismissal 
  

Priest:         Alleluia! Alleluia!  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People:        Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 
Postlude                                            Organ 
 

 


