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You have made the nation great, O Lord, you have made it great. Glory is 

yours. You have made wide the limits of the land.  Isaiah 26:15 

 

By righteousness, a nation is lifted up.  Proverbs 14:34 

 
 
Independence Day 

 

The 13 colonies signed their Declaration of Independence from the British 

empire on July 4, 1776. In 1785, the Church's  General Convention directed 

that a special service be drawn up to commemorate and bless the "fourth of 

July, for ever." The Proposed Book of 1786 contained "A Form of Prayer and 

Thanksgiving ... for the... Blessings of Religious and Civil Liberty" to be used 

on the Fourth, although many of the clergy had been Loyalists,  and stood 

against the American Revolution. Due to opposition, the service was 

withdrawn from the 1789 BCP, but prayers were published in the 1928 Book 

of Common Prayer.  Our 1979 BCP (p. 17), lists Independence Day as one of 

the  "Major Feasts," and provides several optional collects, as well as 

Eucharistic propers.  

See: https://episcopalchurch.org/library/glossary/independence-day 
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Processional       “God, My King, Thy Might Confessing” (vs 1,4,5)     Hymnal  414   

1. God, my King, Thy might confessing, 
Ever will I bless Thy name; 
Day by day Thy throne addressing, 
Still will I Thy praise proclaim. 

4. Nor shall fail from memory’s treasure 
Works by love and mercy wrought; 
Works of love surpassing measure, 
Works of mercy passing thought. 

5. Full of kindness and compassion, 
Slow to anger, vast in love, 
God is good to all creation; 
All His works His goodness prove. 

Greeting by Fr. Steve 

Opening Acclamation          

 

Priest: O send out thy light and thy truth, that they may lead me, 

and bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling. 

Psalm 43:3 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People:     And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sin             BCP 41 
 
The Priest says to the people, 
 
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling (as you are able) 
 
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from thy ways 

like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 

hearts, we have offended against thy holy laws, we have left undone those 

things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we 

ought not to have done. 



3 

 

But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare thou those who confess their 

faults, restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises 

declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful 

Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 

life, to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Silence is kept. 

The Priest says, 
 
The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission of all your 

sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of his 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter                  BCP 42 

 

Priest       O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People       And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Priest and People 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Alleluia     

Priest  Alleluia. Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:  

People  O come, let us adore him. Alleluia. 

 

All saying together: 
 
 Jubilate     Psalm 100            BCP  45 

Be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 

Be ye sure that the Lord he is God; 
it is he that hath made us and not we ourselves; * 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
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O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving 
and into his courts with praise; * 
    be thankful unto him and speak good of his Name. 

For the Lord is gracious; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

The Lessons 

 The Collect for Independence Day             BCP  242 
             
The Priest says:  Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this 

country won liberty for themselves and for us, and lit the torch of freedom for 

nations then unborn: Grant, we beseech thee, that we and all the people of 

this land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

The First Lesson    

A Reading from GENESIS 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 

 

The servant said to Laban, “I am Abraham’s servant. The LORD has greatly 

blessed my master, and he has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and 

herds, silver and gold, male and female slaves, camels and donkeys. And 

Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she was old; and he 

has given him all that he has. My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall 

not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose 

land I live; but you shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife 

for my son.’ 

“I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O LORD, the God of my master 

Abraham, if now you will only make successful the way I am going! I am 

standing here by the spring of water; let the young woman who comes out to 

draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water from your jar to 

drink,” and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels also” —

let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for my master’s son.’ 
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“Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out 

with her water jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and 

drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’ She quickly let down her jar from her 

shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water your camels.’ So I drank, and 

she also watered the camels. Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’ She 

said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ So I 

put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. Then I bowed my 

head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my master 

Abraham, who had led me by the right way to obtain the daughter of my 

master’s kinsman for his son. Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with 

my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the right 

hand or to the left.” 

And they called Rebekah, and said to her, “Will you go with this man?” She 

said, “I will.” So they sent away their sister Rebekah and her nurse along with 

Abraham’s servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, 

“May you, our sister, become thousands of myriads; may your offspring gain 

possession of the gates of their foes.” Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, 

mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, 

and went his way. Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in 

the Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, 

he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw Isaac, she 

slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who is the man over 

there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” So 

she took her veil and covered herself. And the servant told Isaac all the things 

that he had done. Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He 

took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was 

comforted after his mother’s death. 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord 

People:   Thanks be to God 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis       BCP  51 
 
          Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 
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For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

The Response   

 Psalm 145:8-9,13-14    Exaltabo te, Deus    BCP  802  

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone *    

and his compassion is over all his works. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 

and merciful in all his deeds. 

   Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

       as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Response        Glory Be To God       Gloria in Excelsis      BCP 52 

  

All saying together: 
 
Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 

    we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of 

the Father, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy, thou only art the Lord, thou only, O Christ, with the 

Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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Gospel Processional       “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” (vs 1,2)      Hymnal 680 
 
1 O God, our help in ages past,    

our hope for years to come,     

our shelter from the stormy blast,    

and our eternal home:   
    
2 Under the shadow of thy throne, 

thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

Priest:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

 Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is 

like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 

the Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by 

her deeds.” 
 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 

have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All 

things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 

and my burden is light.” 
 

Priest:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Gospel Recessional      “O God, Our Help In Ages Past” (vs 4,5,6)      Hymnal 680 

 

4 A thousand ages in thy sight    

are like an evening gone;      

short as the watch that ends the night     

before the rising sun.      

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away;  

they fly, forgotten, as a dream 

dies at the opening day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

be thou our guide while life shall last, 

and our eternal home. 

Sermon                    Fr. Steve Karcher  

 
 A moment of reflection follows 
 
 
Announcements 

 

The Apostles' Creed              BCP 53 

 The Priest invites the People to say together,  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

      The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

  

The Prayers                                                                BCP 54   
      

Priest The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy Spirit. 

Priest Let us pray. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 Priest and People together 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 
And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  

Suffrage  B                                     BCP 55 

 
V.    O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage; 
R.    Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
 
V.    Day by day we magnify thee; 
R.    And we worship thy name for ever, world without end. 
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V.    Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin; 
R.    O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
 
V.    O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us; 
R.    As our trust is in thee. 
 
V.    O Lord, in thee have I trusted; 
R.    Let me never be confounded. 
 
Prayer Hymn 1           “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (vs 1,2)          Hymnal  693 

 
1 Just as I am, without one plea,               

but that thy blood was shed for me,           

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee,      

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.                 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt; 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

The Priest says the following:                                                                       

 A Collect for Peace                                                                 BCP 57 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord, in knowledge of 

whom standeth our eternal life, whose service is perfect freedom: Defend us, 

thy humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in 

thy defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

      A Collect for Grace                                                                   BCP 57 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, who hast safely 

brought us to the beginning of this day: Defend us in the same with thy 

mighty power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any 

kind of danger; but that we, being ordered by thy governance, may do always 

what is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Silence 
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Prayer Hymn 2           “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (vs 3,4)          Hymnal  693 

 
3 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;     

sight, riches, healing of the mind,        

yea, all I need, in thee to find,         

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.  

       

4 Just as I am, thou wilt receive; 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve, 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

A Reader says the following prayers: 
 
 
Prayer for our Armed Forces                                BCP 823 
 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the women 

and men of our armed forces, and their families. Defend them day by day with 

your heavenly grace; strengthen and encourage them in their trials, perils  

and temptations; grant them awareness of your abiding presence wherever 

they may be; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer for Social Justice          BCP 823 

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human 

heart that the barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, 

and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and 

peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer for Healing            BCP 460 
 
Sanctify, O Lord, those whom you have called to the study and practice of the 

arts of healing, and to the prevention of disease and pain. Strengthen them by 

your life-giving Spirit, that by their ministries the health of the community 

may be promoted, and your creation glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Priest: Let us pray together,                    BCP 58 
 
O God, who hast made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and didst 

send thy blessed Son to preach peace to those who are far off and to those 

who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after thee and find thee; 

bring the nations into thy fold; pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten 

the coming of thy kingdom; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer Hymn 3           “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” (vs 5,6)          Hymnal  693 

5 Just as I am, thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

6 Just as I am, of thy great love 

the breadth, length, depth, and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above: 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

The General Thanksgiving           BCP 58 

A Reader leads the People, 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee 

most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-kindness to 

us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the 

blessings of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption 

of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the means of grace, and for the hope 

of glory. 
 
And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our 

hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we show forth thy praise, not 

only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and 

by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor 

and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom             BCP 59 
 
Priest:  Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 

make our common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy 

well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 

thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and 

petitions of thy servants as may be best for us; granting us in this world 

knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Priest:  Let us bless the Lord.  

People: Thanks be to God.   Alleluia, alleluia  

 

Priest:                BCP 339 
 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Go in peace, to love and serve The Lord.         
 
Priest and people: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Recessional Hymn         “My Country, ‘Tis Of Thee” (4 verses)     Hymnal 717 

 

(The words and music are on the following page.) 
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Postlude                     Organ  


